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Hello, my name is Veronica King. | am from Charleston, South Carolina in the U.S.A. I am an English teacher
at Higashimaizuru Senior High School. In the past, | have taught at Elementary Schools in America. 1 also taught
English to Elementary students in South Korea. | would like to share my teaching abroad experience in South
Korea and compare it to teaching in America.

In the US learning is considered to be a long process of development. There is no strong push for studying
around the clock, at least not until high school and University. The focus of early childhood education is learning
through play, and it’s important to make mistakes and learn from them. In Korea studying is pushed from an
early age and learning through play is simply not considered learning. I’d say the push for education becomes
very evident to the students by second or third grade.

In the US, my students had so much confidence. In Korea, kids are generally more stressed out. | notice it in
their body language; their shoulders are slouched instead of straight, and their gaze is fixed to the ground.

My goal is to reduce or eliminate the stress associated with learning another language. 1 would hope that
students walk away from my class more confident than when they arrived, and with a genuine love for English.
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